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WorK BEGINs oN 
rEc cENtEr EXpANsIoN
ConStruCtion BEgan during winter quarter on the 
renovation and expansion of the Cal Poly recreation Center. 
Students voted by an overwhelming 75 percent in febru-
ary 2008 to increase the Student union fee by $65 per quarter 
to fund the expansion project. however, the fee will not be 
implemented until the facility is complete.
Crews are renovating the men’s and women’s locker rooms, 
tripling the center’s overall exercise space and adding new 
components such as an indoor jogging track, a squash court, 
a multi-purpose activity gym, a leisure pool and deck and an 
additional sand volleyball court.
The recreation Center Expansion Project will use current 
and future best sustainable building practices to ensure that 
the renovated facility meets and/or exceeds State of California 
standards for energy efficiency. to the fullest extent possible, 
lEEd credits will be pursued and green building strategies 
will be incorporated into the project.
Work is expected to continue on the project until sum-
mer 2012. for more information, visit www.asi.calpoly.edu/
rec_center_project or call 805-756-2211. 
dEar friEndS:
The challenge in editing 
Cal Poly Magazine is selecting 
which great stories to share 
with you. The sheer abun-
dance of stories about the suc-
cess students, alumni, faculty 
and staff, is inspiring – but 
still, the editor has to decide 
which stories live or die. 
for this issue, it was easy 
to decide to highlight War-
ren Baker’s 31-year tenure as 
Cal Poly president. But deciding on which highlights could be 
packaged into the magazine? Well … not so easy.
So we sought presidential guidance, and as you might guess, 
we learned a few things.
for starters, it was “almost by accident’’ that dr. Baker be-
came a university president, let alone stayed for 31 years. in 
speaking with us recently, he recalled that he never thought 
academic administration would be his long-term career at all. 
“i accidentally got into this at a relatively young age, when i
tried out being a dean at a college of engineering,” Baker said. 
“i really thought that i would not stay in the academic world.
“i have an engineering background. i had a consulting 
background, and i had worked with two or three corporations 
in that field. i didn’t have a plan to be a university president.”
But as president, he had a plan – quite a few plans, in fact, 
that over the years helped Cal Poly blossom in reputation for 
its learn-by-doing teaching methods and its ability to produce 
resourceful professionals ready to contribute to the workforce 
on day one. 
along the way, Cal Poly became a truly comprehensive 
polytechnic university, renowned for its scientific and techni-
cal curriculum as well as for its distinctive offerings in busi-
ness and the liberal arts.
indeed, it was a fortunate accident for Cal Poly that Warren 
Baker found his way to San luis obispo – and stayed. 
now, as he is set to retire once a successor is identified and 
assumes office sometime in the next few months, we look back 
on a remarkable 31 years of Cal Poly’s growth. 
— Matt lazier, Editor
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WAsc AccrEDItAtIoN tEAM
VIsIts cAL poLY cAMpus 
Cal Poly hoStEd a ViSiting tEaM from the Western 
association of Schools and Colleges (WaSC) feb. 10-12. The 
team’s visit is part of the process of re-affirming the univer­
sity’s accreditation, a review that happens every 10 years. The 
WaSC team members are faculty and administrators from 
peer universities. 
WaSC accreditation is a means of assuring the value of Cal 
Poly degrees and the university’s eligibility for federal funding. 
WASC ACCrediTATion iS A meAnS
of ASSuring The vAlue of CAl Poly
degreeS And The univerSiTy’S
eligibiliTy for federAl funding.
Through several open forums, the visiting team sought input 
from Cal Poly faculty, staff and students on the university and 
its ability to provide a high-quality education. 
in addition, Cal Poly submitted a report to WaSC, which 
President Warren J. Baker called the best he has seen in his 30 
years as the university’s leader. 
“it focuses on very pertinent and important themes and has 
a real chance of doing considerable good for the institution,” 
Baker said of the report in an email to campus. “i congratulate 
all involved in the development of this outstanding work of 
analysis and reflection.” 
for more information on the WaSC process and to read 
a summary of the report Cal Poly submitted to WaSC, visit 
http://wasc.calpoly.edu. 
profEssor co-AutHors
BooK oN INDIGENous
sYMBoLs 
Cal Poly EthniC StudiES
ProfESSor Kathleen Martin
has co-authored the book “indig­
enous Symbols and Practices in 
the Catholic Church: Visual Cul­
ture, Missionization and appro­
priation,” released in february by 
ashgate Publishing. 
The text focuses on native 
american and indigenous peo­
ple and their relationship with 
the roman Catholic Church. it illustrates the effects of appro­
priation of indigenous symbols, as well as the political, edu­
cational and economic oppression of indigenous peoples the 
authors contend were the result of Christian organizations. 
The concept for this volume arose from a visual inspec­
tion of Catholic churches and the ways indigenous symbols 
are employed. Martin visited 50-60 churches on reservations, 
took 600-700 photographs, and conducted interviews for the 
project, which includes 17 full-page photographs, personal 
narratives and data analysis. 
The book is available in El Corral Bookstore. 
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cAL poLY ArcHItEcturE 
stuDENt rEcEIVEs
NAtIoNAL rEcoGNItIoN
Cal Poly arChitECturE StudEnt John Vierra won 
first place and took home $2,500 in the 2009 Bohemian flats 
Boathouse Student design Competition. The competition was 
sponsored by the american institute of architecture Students 
(aiaS) in conjunction with The Vinyl institute.
Vierra, a senior in Cal Poly’s architecture department, won 
for his design “Boat on Board.”
Judges noted the technical exploration, as well as the “inge-
nious way of dealing with the river’s ebb and flow.” it was con-
sidered one of the most respectful designs with regards to the 
site and the river.
This year’s competition focused on rewarding design excellence
at a small-scale, highlighting the unique aspects of designing a
boathouse and building knowledge about materials, products
and assembly contributing to a sustainable and safe environment.
The competition site was The Bohemian flats, a historic parcel of 
land on the bank of the Mississippi river in Minneapolis.
Vierra was also the first place winner of the 2008 aiaS Student 
Competition. 
cAL poLY rEcEIVEs rEcorD
NuMBEr of AppLIcANts
Cal Poly rECEiVEd a rECord nuMBEr of under-
graduate applications for the 2010 fall quarter – a total of 
40,904 applications, up 12.1 percent from 36,489 in 2008.
of the nearly 41,000 first-time freshmen who submitted 
applications, 4,744 were submitted as early decision applica-
tions, or applications for students who made Cal Poly their 
first choice. The early decision pool increased by more than 
32 percent from last year, a sign of the increasing number of 
students considering Cal Poly as their first choice.
“The number of applications we received this year is a testa-
ment to the hard work of our academic departments in help-
ing my unit build relationships with our prospective students 
and parents long before the application process ever begins,” 
said James Maraviglia, assistant vice president of admissions, 
recruitment and financial aid. “We are really pleased with 
the result, especially given the tough economy and state bud-
get cuts to higher education.” 
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our mini-mASCoT, muSTy The muSTAng, went exploring recently and came back with 
photos from his adventure. Can you tell where on campus he’s been?
We’ll run one of musty’s photos in each edition of Cal Poly magazine and let you tell us where
musty is. Send your responses to mlazier@calpoly.edu. be very specific in your answer.
The correct answer and the name of the first person who submitted it will be printed in 
this space in the next edition, along with musty’s next photo.
ASi staff member Brittany Tomasko was the first to guess the correct answer for our Winter 
2009 edition: musty was in the natatorium across from Alex g. Spanos Stadium.
Where’S muSTy? HoW WELL Do You KNoWtHE cAL poLY cAMpus?
‘We Are reAlly PleASed WiTh The 
reSulT, eSPeCiAlly given The Tough 
eConomy And STATe budgeT CuTS
To higher eduCATion.’
6  sprING 2010
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cAL poLY stuDENt HousING 
EArNs GoLD cErtIfIcAtIoN 
Cal Poly’S nEWly CoMPlEtEd student housing proj­
ect, Poly Canyon Village, has earned a lEEd gold certifica­
tion for meeting required standards in sustainable building 
according to the u.S. green Building Council. 
Poly Canyon Village received certification for meeting 42 of 
the required 39-51 points to earn the designation. Standards 
for the designation included low volatile organic compounds 
material, energy efficient buildings, reduction of water use, 
water-efficient landscaping, use of recycled content, 90 per­
cent diversion from the landfill of construction waste, and 
more. read the uSgBC report. larry Kelley, Cal Poly’s vice 
president for administration and finance, said the lEEd gold 
designation means 25 percent of Cal Poly’s facilities are now 
certified sustainable. “We are really pleased with the award,” 
Kelley said. “The project team, from initial planning to design 
and through construction, did a great job on this project. Cal 
Poly students are enjoying Poly Canyon Village and value this 
new facility on campus.” 
for more information about Poly Canyon Village, visit 
http://polycanyonvillage.calpoly.edu/. for more information 
about u.S. green Building Council and lEEd certification, 
visit http://www.usgbc.org/. 
stuDENt pHILANtHropY 
couNcIL coorDINAtEs
2009 sENIor GIft 
thE 2009 SEnior gift – the first fundraising project by the
Student Philanthropy Council – was unveiled last fall in the form 
of a new bike rack outside the Campus Market. 
The council was created a year and a half ago at the recommen­
dation of the Cal Poly foundation Board and is now an official
aSi student club. 
The mission of the council is to develop a culture of philan­
thropy among the student body, by educating students about the
importance of giving back through private support. 
Students raised money for the bike rack through a variety of 
ways, such as sponsoring a booth at open house in april.
The group is also traveling statewide to speak at Parent Philan­
thropy Council events. “We hope to let potential donors know
how much we, the students, appreciate their funds and continual 
support,” said council president Sarah Storelli. 
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cAL poLY rEcEIVEs rEcorD
NuMBEr of AppLIcANts 
Cal Poly rECEiVEd a rECord nuMBEr of under­
graduate applications for the 2010 fall quarter – a total of 
40,904 applications, up 12.1 percent from 36,489 in 2008. 
of the nearly 41,000 first-time freshmen who submitted 
applications, 4,744 were submitted as early decision applica­
tions, or applications for students who made Cal Poly their 
‘We Are reAlly PleASed WiTh The 
reSulT, eSPeCiAlly given The Tough 
eConomy And STATe budgeT CuTS
To higher eduCATion.’ 
first choice. The early decision pool increased by more than 
32 percent from last year, a sign of the increasing number of 
students considering Cal Poly as their first choice. 
“The number of applications we received this year is a testa­
ment to the hard work of our academic departments in help­
ing my unit build relationships with our prospective students 
and parents long before the application process ever begins,” 
said James Maraviglia, assistant vice president of admissions, 
recruitment and financial aid. “We are really pleased with 
the result, especially given the tough economy and state bud­
get cuts to higher education.” 
cAL poLY ArcHItEcturE 
stuDENt rEcEIVEs
NAtIoNAL rEcoGNItIoN 
Cal Poly arChitECturE StudEnt John Vierra won 
first place and took home $2,500 in the 2009 Bohemian flats 
Boathouse Student design Competition. The competition was 
sponsored by the american institute of architecture Students 
(aiaS) in conjunction with The Vinyl institute. 
Vierra, a senior in Cal Poly’s architecture department, won 
for his design “Boat on Board.”
Judges noted the technical exploration, as well as the “inge­
nious way of dealing with the river’s ebb and flow.” it was con­
sidered one of the most respectful designs with regards to the 
site and the river. 
This year’s competition focused on rewarding design excellence
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and assembly contributing to a sustainable and safe environment.
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land on the bank of the Mississippi river in Minneapolis. 
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Where’S muSTy? HoW WELL Do You KNoWtHE cAL poLY cAMpus? 
our mini-mASCoT, muSTy The muSTAng, went exploring recently and came back with 
photos from his adventure. Can you tell where on campus he’s been? 
We’ll run one of musty’s photos in each edition of Cal Poly magazine and let you tell us where
musty is. Send your responses to mlazier@calpoly.edu. be very specific in your answer. 
The correct answer and the name of the first person who submitted it will be printed in 
this space in the next edition, along with musty’s next photo. 
ASi staff member Brittany Tomasko was the first to guess the correct answer for our Winter 
2009 edition: musty was in the natatorium across from Alex g. Spanos Stadium. 
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